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If Given A Chance

If Given A If Given A Chance identifies Napa County high school
students who have been faced with extraordinary
Cb ance social, medical, and economic challenges, and
provides them with mentoring and financial
To Rise Above assistance to support their efforts in completing a

college degree or vocational training program.
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Nurturing Success:

Empowering Students for College Preparedness
Regardless of the Challenges

The journey to higher education is often filled with excitement,
dreams, and aspirations. For many of our students, the college
experience marks a pivotal step towards achieving their goals for a
brighter future. However, for students facing challenges, the path to
college readiness can be daunting. If Given a Chance is dedicated
to supporting and guiding our students to ensure that they have
equal opportunities to succeed.

The Challenges Faced by Our
Students

Every student’s journey is unique, and for
those facing challenges such as learning
difficulties, financial Ilimitations, first
generation backgrounds, or other hurdles,
the path to college is often overwhelming.
Navigating standardized tests,
understanding the intricacies of college
applications, writing personal statements,
and adapting to the demands of higher
education can be especially challenging.

The Role of If Given a Chance

The focus of If Given a Chance is to provide a
lifeline of support, guidance, and resources
that can significantly impact our students’
college preparedness, as well as help them
be successful while attending college. By
addressing the barriers our students face,
we create an environment where students
can thrive academically, emotionally, and
socially. Here are some key ways we can
make a difference:
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1. Tailored Guidance:

We work closely with students to
offer personalized guidance on
navigating the college application
process - assisting in researching
suitable colleges, understanding
admission requirements, and
crafting compelling personal
statements that highlight the
unique strengths of each student.

2. Skill Enhancement:

Often our students may require additional support to enhance their
academic and life skills. We can help with tutoring, workshops, and
training that focuses on improving critical skills such as time
management, organization and effective study techniques.

3. Emotional Support:

The journey to college readiness and
beyond can be emotionally taxing for
any student, and it can be especially
challenging for those facing hurdles.
We provide a safe space for students
to express their concerns and
anxieties, and offer resources to help
them navigate their mental health
issues.

4. Financial Assistance:

For students from financially disadvantaged backgrounds, the cost of
higher education can be a significant barrier. We offer help to find
scholarships, grants, and provide financial aid workshops to help
students and their families understand the financial aspects of
college and explore available options.
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Success Stories

The impact of working with students facing significant challenges
is evident in the success stories that emerge from our efforts.
Students who were once unsure about their prospects of attending
college have transformed into confident, capable individuals
pursuing higher education and outstanding careers.

Meet Maya

Maya, a first generation college
hopeful, fought against all odds to
reach her dream. Born to immigrant
parents, her college dream was
unfamiliar territory for them. Maya
faced many challenges that seemed
to block her path to success, but she
refused to be deterred.

Maya came to If Given a Chance by recommendation of her high
school teacher who saw her potential. At If Given a Chance she was
guided by caring individuals and college counselors, attended
workshops to polish her skills and was supported by a group of
peers in similar situations who became a new community.

With unwavering persistence, Maya submitted her college
applications, each one a triumph, and found scholarships in
addition to the financial support provided by If Given a Chance, to
alleviate her financial worries. Maya chose a college with a strong
architecture program and her dream started to take shape.

College acceptance letters arrived. Victory over adversity! With
unwavering persistence, Maya’s journey shows her resilience. This
fueled by community support and If Given a Chance’s unwavering
belief in her, Maya’s story proves that determination conquers
obstacles, turning dreams into reality.
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How to get involved

If you are passionate about helping students overcome
challenges and achieve their college dreams, there are several
ways you can get involved:

1. Volunteer: We are always looking for
volunteers who can tutor or provide
administrative and event support.

2. Donate: Financial contributions or
setting up a college fund can go a long way
\“’-““““E‘“ in providing resources, student financial

awards, and services to students in need.

3. Share Our Mission: Share the mission
and work of If Given a Chance to the Napa
community. Increased awareness can lead
to more students benefiting from our
services.

4. Partner with wus: If you are an
organization that cares about our local
students, consider collaborating with us to
create a more inclusive and supportive
environment for our students.

We are grateful for the support and generosity of our
community. You provide hope, guidance, resources, and a sense
of belonging to our students. By being a champion for equal
opportunities and providing tailored assistance, you ensure that
every one of our If Given a Chance students has the chance to
pursue higher education and achieve their aspirations.
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